
 
 
 

What have we been up to? 
 

Watsonville Taiko has been extremely busy this year 
with many wonderful performances, new classes and 
workshops filling up the calendar. Here are some of 
the things we have been up to since our last newsletter. 
You�ll read about some of these events inside and as 
always, we hope you will join us at our future 
performances and fundraising events and become part 
of our Watsonville Taiko Family.  

 
Here�s what we�ve been up to: 

July: 
JACL Annual Picnic 

Santa Cruz Wharf to Wharf Race 
Watsonville Obon 

Natsu  Matsuri 
August: 

La Selva Beach Peace Day 
Cabrillo Music Festival 

Private Wedding Reception at the Coconut Grove 
New Brighton Beach � Music by Campfire 

September: 
Private Wedding Reception � Watsonville 

Alzheimers Assoc. Memory Walk � La Selva Beach 
Tannery Art Center � Ground Breaking Ceremony 

Kite Festival � Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk 
United Health Workers West � San Jose Convention Center 

October/November: 
UCSC � Merrill College and Stevenson College 

Long Marine Lab �Celebration for 20 year cancer survivor 
Shaker Making with Bonnie Chihara 

Camping at the Rock Quarry 
Teaching Taiko to Children � Workshop with Ikuyo Conant 

 

 

 

What�s New? 
Power Taiko for Kids 

 

 
 

Start the New Year off with a �DON� 
 

Watsonville Taiko is hosting a children�s Taiko 
workshop in Scotts Valley! This four week workshop 
will be held at the Scotts Valley Tae kwon Do 
Academy, located at 5004 Scotts Valley Dr,  on 
Saturdays, starting January 19, 2008. 
 
Taiko is musical, but this music must be played with 
your body. Children have boundless energy and Taiko 
drumming is a great way to focus their energy. 
Children will learn basic Taiko rhythms and 
movements and will learn to listen to instructions and 
to play as a group in a fun environment. No music 
knowledge is required for this workshop.  
 
Space is limited, so please register early. 
For more information, please call 831-458-0448 and 
please keep checking our website for updates on other 
exciting workshops we are planning throughout the 
year. 

Fall  2007 Bachi Beat Editor: Karri Barry



NATSU MATSURI FESTIVAL 
 

Watsonville Taiko�s 7th Annual Natsu Matsuri 
(Summer Festival) was held at the La Selva Beach 
Clubhouse on Sunday, July 29.  It was a day filled with 
activities including a silent auction, crafts, dance, 
children�s activities, Japanese food, a Shamisen 
performance and, of course a Taiko performance. 

 
Over 80 
items were 
auctioned 
that day 
with most 
of the items 
donated by 
community 
businesses 
and 

individuals. Included in the auction was a Japanese 
themed quilt made by some members of Watsonville 

Taiko. The 
auction had 
to be 
precisely 
planned and 
conducted 
and it was 
incredible 
that it ran so 
smoothly. 

 
This year, we started off 
the event with our own 
Japanese Karaoke singer 
then followed with a 
Kimono dressing and 
Japanese dance 
demonstration. The craft 
tables outside included 
Daruma Doll making 
(hollow, round Japanese 
wish dolls), flower 
arranging, Tanzaku 
(banner) making, 
Origami, and 
Calligraphy. There was 
also story telling , sushi making, a dance-along session, 
and a most spectacular Shamisen performance by a 

Tsugaru Shamisen recording 
artist, Kevin Kmetz who has 
collaborated with 
Watsonville Taiko in many 
performances and recordings 
in the past. The last event of 
the day was our Taiko 
performance, which drew in 
a crowd of latecomers to the 
festival. So many events 
were planned for the day 
that it was difficult to fit 
them all into the program, 
but there was surely 

something for everyone to do all throughout the day. 
 
During the performances 
and demonstrations, 
raffle tickets continued 
to sell, and prizes, 
included a practice 
Taiko drum with a 
dragon illustration 
painted on the side, and 
a handmade bachi bag 
(including Bachi). Many 
beautiful plants were 
donated as raffle prizes 
as well. Attendees 
stayed until the very end of the festival to enjoy the 
raffle drawings with the hope of winning. And as usual 
Watsonville Taiko sold its cookbooks, Taiko bags, and 
T-shirts with various designs at what was a very 

popular table that day. 
 
Natsu Matsuri is 
Watsonville Taiko�s 
largest and most 
successful annual 
fundraiser and 
community cultural 
event. The festival 
promotes the teamwork 
of Watsonville Taiko 
members. It is amazing 
what we can create 
when we work 
together!  
Article by: Taeko Hirai 
D�Andrea 



SSSAAANNNTTTAAA   CCCRRRUUUZZZ   WWWHHHAAARRRFFF   TTTOOO   WWWHHHAAARRRFFF      
 

Watsonville 
Taiko played dur
ing the Wharf to 
Wharf  this 
summer, where 
participants of 
all ages and 
stages run, jog, 

or walk from the Santa Cruz Wharf to the Capitola 
Wharf.  The first runners to pass by us were 
obviously intense athletes and it was so inspirational to 
see these amazingly fit bodies run by us in what 
seemed like only minutes after the race started. Just as 

inspirational, however 
were the little ones 
running with Mom and 
Dad, sometimes needing 
a piggy-back ride so they 
could rest their legs; and, 
the seniors who are 
caring for their bodies by 
staying active.  Everyone 
was enjoying the amazing 
weather and the beautiful 

location that we call home. As runners passed 
Watsonville Taiko, some smiled, some stopped to 
watch, and others forgot completely about finishing the 
race for awhile and joined us for a little 
drumming.  We played close to the finish line and we 
heard from many runners that the energy of the 
drumming motivated them to finish. It was so fun to be 
part of such a great local event. 
Article by: Laurie Glynn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cabrillo Music Festival 
By: Dave Thayer 

 
The Cabrillo Art Wine and Music Festival held in 
Santa Cruz every September by the civic auditorium is 
one of my favorite and special venues to perform. The 
tall outdoor stage is a centerpiece for a wide variety of 
local talent performing dances and music through out 
the day. Local Artists display their creations for sale 
and food booths make sure that no one goes without a 
tasty meal as they enjoy the day full of free live 
entertainment. 

 
This year we played for an 
exceptionally large and responsive 
crowd, and the Master of 
Ceremonies, as always , gave us a 
very warm welcome to the stage. I 
always get a wonderful sense of 
pleasure and fulfillment when I look 
out over the crowd and see the 
smiling , and sometimes amazed, 

faces. It is a thrill to  
know that you are connecting with everyone through 
the sounds and movements of your drumming and 
making their experience in life a little richer. 
 
Two years ago the festival was held about a week after 
my Dad passed away. At that time I was kind of in 
another world mentally, and drumming for that 
performance with all those smiling faces was very 
therapeutic for me personally.  When I played my solo 
on the big Odaiko that day, I felt the power of the drum 
take over, and for a few minutes I reached that level of 
oneness with the drum that is rare and hard to put into 
words but so satisfying to experience. Musicians 
sometimes call it " being in the pocket. 

 
 Taiko drumming, for me, is a rewarding experience 
and this Festival is high on my list of events to enjoy. I 
would encourage everyone to attend  in the upcoming 
years



Alzheimer�s Memory Walk 
Written in collaboration by: Laurie Glynn and Rebecca Tavish 

  
On a beautiful, sunny La Salva Beach, Watsonville 
Taiko beat the sound of encouragement and welcome 
for all the wonderful people who were participating in 
the Memory Walk to raise money for those affected 
with Alzheimer�s.   We set up and faced ourselves 
toward the direction that the walkers would come and 
began the morning with Taiko and the sound of gentle 
waves.  

 
Participants walked from Seascape in Aptos to La 
Selva Beach and back.  Watsonville Taiko performed 
for the walkers at the turnaround point.  It was a 
wonderful opportunity for them to get a drink of water 
and enjoy the music.  Several teams parked themselves 
in the sand and 
stayed for a 
while finding it 
difficult to pull 
themselves 
away in order to 
finish the walk.  
There was 
something so 
beautiful about 
drumming on the beach - the energy of the drums, the 
waves, the wind and the sun, not to mention these 
teams of people who were walking for one purpose - to 
end this devastating disease.  The performance was 
especially important to Laurie because she lost her 
grandfather earlier this year ..he had suffered in 
part from Alzheimer's. We drummed until the last 
walker was no longer in sight.  We even did a small 
command performance for Laurie�s family who  came  
 

 
to La Salva just to hear us play. They drove 5 hours to 
see us perform that day and almost missed it because 
of difficult beach access, but Watsonville Taiko didn�t 
let them down. And in the end it all worked out�. 
more people to help carry the drums through the sand, 
up the hill and back to the truck. (Hard work, but 
definitely worth it!)          
 

 
TTTaaannnnnneeerrryyy   AAArrrtttsss   CCCeeennnttteeerrr   

WWWhhheeerrreee   NNNeeewww   MMMeeeeeetttsss   OOOlllddd   
By: Ikuyo Conant 

 
The ground breaking ceremony of the Tannery Art 
Center was held on Saturday, September 16th.  Some 
members of Watsonville Taiko had an opportunity to 
participate in this historical moment of art making in 
Santa Cruz County.  Ikuyo Conant, Jordan Zimmerman 
and a local Singer Songwriter Rob Owen performed 
�Futabashira� with members of Santa Cruz Ballet for 
the exciting gathering of artists and art supporters.  
Other members drummed to give extra shine on the 
golden shovels for the ground breaking. 
 
Tannery Arts Center is an art campus where artists will 
have performance and studio space.  This special art 
community should put Santa Cruz at the hub of an 
emerging tourist industry that caters to people who 
travel to art destinations.  Artists can avail themselves 
of the facilities and tourists will be able to purchase art 
items and tickets to artistic theatrical performances.  
The Tannery will also serve as historical space for 
historical displays will be part of the Tannery Arts 
Center. 

 



Kite Festival 
By: Naoko 

Yamamoto 
 

It was raining all  morning on that 
day. I was wondering if we would 
even perform at 11:00am for the first Rokkaku Battle of the 
kites.. Then I got a call from another member saying 
�Definitely no performance for the 11:00am battle,� but if 
the rain cleared up we might have another opportunity to 
perform at 3:00pm for the afternoon Rokkaku Battle. I told 
our Sensei, Ikuyo Conant that I would be happy to stay for 
that performance even though I did not originally sign up 
for the second show. I am a beginner Taiko drummer and 
have only participated in just a little over ten performances 
since July.  Sometimes I need to find the courage and 
energy to prepare for each performance. Since I was all 
ready  to perform that day, not having a performance would 
have felt like indigestion. 
 
It seemed like forever waiting for the �go/no-go� phone call 
to tell me if I would perform that afternoon. I was restless, 
killing time without doing anything specific or relaxing. 
The phone finally rang - I knew it was a  �go� because it 
had stopped raining and the sky had cleared. When I got to 
the Boardwalk for the second time that day, not only was 
the sky blue but there was also enough wind for the kite 
battles. Twelve of us enthusiastically carried Taiko Drums  
and other equipments to the same stage that is used for the 
summer concerts at the Boardwalk. When I stood  up on the 
stage, I was able to see the ocean with the waves reflecting 
the pretty blue sky. My whole body was full of joy and 
energy but at that same time I was more nervous than usual. 
Those feelings seemed twice as strong because I had waited 
for almost six hours since that morning. Once the 
performance started, it seemed like time had passed more 
quickly than it actually had. The audience and the kite 
fighters enjoyed our performance and encouraged us on. Of 
course we performed with our full energy and encouraged 
the fighters too.  
 
Every time I participate in a performance I need to get a 
grip on myself. Not only do I want to make as few mistakes 
as possible, but I also try to give my all for the audience and 
the other performers. Playing Taiko drums is not just 
playing another percussion instrument - it means much 
more to me. When I discovered Taiko, I felt like I had 
finally found my roots since moving  to California from 
Japan. It reflects my culture. Taiko reminds me of being 
humble instead of being haughty; of being cooperative, 
respecting others, working towards your goals, and being 
positive, all of which are important for your life. I take these 
to heart and I always try my best. 

 
 
 

Performance at the United 
Healthcare Annual 

Convention 
 
The United Healthcare Workers West (UHWW) 
commissioned Watsonville Taiko to open its annual 
convention at the San Jose Convention Center on September 
28th. They wanted us to be powerful and dramatic for their 
opening ceremony, and to shake up the room of 2,000 
attendees with a pounding beat.  
 
When the lights were switched off changing the room from 
light into total darkness, the ten Watsonville Taiko 
drummers took their positions on stage. As our gong 
sounded the dramatic beginning of  �Takinobori�, the 
odaiko began its powerful drum roll. Feeling the energy and 
the focus of the audience in the huge room, we went on to 
play a song of carp swimming upstream to reach the Dragon 
Gate and be transformed into a dragon. The buildup was 
perfect! 
 
As representatives of UHWW walked on stage to greet the 
audience in their different languages, Ikuyo Conant, artistic 
director of Watsonville Taiko, and Jordan Zimmerman 
accompanied them with Taiko drumming improvisations. 
And just as the last speaker stepped off the stage, we 
fervently played the ending of another powerful song, 
�Yashiro No Uta�, to conclude the performance. The group 
wanted �powerful�, and we gave them �powerful�.   
 
Of course, this 10-minute performance, required a lot of 
people involved back stage. Several rear projection screens 
showed our drummers up close. Fog spilled onto the stage 
using dry ice for a dramatic effect. There were people 
backstage helping us  move our drums on and off the stage. 
There was an event producer, a sound technician, a stage 
manager, and many more. Watsonville Taiko�s drummers 
went to the convention center the night before to rehearse. 
There were so many people with laptop computers 
backstage, controlling the lighting, microphones, projection 
screens, and all other aspects of the production. I imagine it 
resembling  the backstage of a rock concert! 
 
The UHWW convention organizers and the attendees 
expressed great appreciation of our performance. If asked 
again, we would be happy to perform for their organization. 
What an experience! 
 
 Written by: Taeko Hirai D�Andrea



A Celebration of Life at the 
UCSC Long Marine Lab 

By: Karri Barry 
 
On the afternoon of Sunday November 11th, a drive to 
the UCSC Long Marine Lab meant more than touching 
star fish and listening to the sounds of the whales. On 
this day, with the sun shining brightly and the ocean air 
filling my lungs with crisp fresh air, the drive 
represented a celebration of life. Watsonville Taiko is 
asked to perform for many different venues, but on that 
day in November, we had been asked by Kyle 
Morrison to help her celebrate 20 years of surviving 

metastic 
melanoma. I 
would not have 
passed up the 
opportunity to 
perform at the 
event for anything.  
 
For me, playing 
Taiko is what 

gives me life. I have heard from many of our members 
that when they play Taiko, they feel alive, and I hope 
that we are able to pass this feeling of energy and life 
to those audience members watching and listening to 
the beating of the drums. 
 
This celebration was exhilarating. As we unloaded the 
drums, we could hear the accordion player already 
inside playing for Kyle and her friends. We all seemed 
to share the feeling of joy as we rolled the drums 
toward the crowded room. It could not have been a 

more spectacular 
site..the perfect 
ocean view, 
children 
laughing, friends 
sharing stories, 
and the sun 
shining down on 
it all.   
 

As we set up the drums inside the sun-filled room, the 
crowd gathered in anticipation and excitement. And as 
Sensei, Ikuyo Conant, finished drawing out the map 
for each song, I was getting eager to start. We all 
gathered in another room to get dressed in our 

costumes that 
were as blue as 
the ocean we 
were playing 
near, and then 
we walked 
through the 
crowd to take 
our places at the 

drums. As I played through each song, sweating and 
breathing hard, I was reminded of one of my happiest 
performances at the Cabrillo Music Festival. Maybe it 
was because of the inspiring audience. Maybe it was 
the thought that life is too short to not be so happy. 
Whatever it was, the music brought so much life to my 
soul and the audience seemed to feel our music deep 
within them. I was told we brought tears to the eyes of 
one of the women in the audience�.and the very next 
week, she came to the beginner�s class at the Dojo.  
 
Thank you to Kyle for allowing us to celebrate life 
with her. Thank you to the audience members who so 
enthusiastically and quite proficiently played the 
drums and danced during audience participation. And 
thank you to my Watsonville Taiko family who, 
instead of rushing home, stayed together afterwards 
and touched the star fish and listened to the sounds of 
the whales. Life can�t get any better than that. 
 

Photo of and provided by Kyle Morrison 



Watsonville Taiko Goes Camping 
By: Lori McLennan 

 
In October 2007 a group of Watsonville Taiko drummers, 
friends and family met outside the gates of the Olive 
Springs Rock Quarry which opened up into a wonderful 
camping delight!   This was a million dollar vacation 
moment.  It was still light outside when most of us arrived 
and there was a large picnic table - filled with a variety of 
great food and drink, a barbeque and a huge fire pit waiting 
for us as we drove up.   We set up some of the practice 
drums, while others brought bongo drums, shakers and 
other musical percussion instruments to play along.   
 
As the darkness rolled in and brought the cold air, the stack 
of firewood that sat next to the fire pit was a gift for sure. 
The flames were warm and provided us with enough light to 
gather around the Drums and Jam. Everyone was 
encouraged to play a solo .including me.  As time moved 
on, we all gathered around the fire pit to stay warm.  Then 
one of our members, Dave, pulled out his guitar and played 
for us.  He played old songs that we could hardly believe we 
remembered, and we all sang along and laughed. 
 
By now the evening was ending and most everyone agreed 
that this had been a fantastic event. While some people 
packed their things and got back in there vehicles to head 
home, others got ready to climb into their tents, or vans�or 
hammocks for the night.   
 
Robin and her husband Forrest, who had invited everyone to 
the quarry for the camp out, were getting ready to lead 
everyone back out to the front gate.  It was very dark and 
the road wasn�t obvious. But by then several cars had 
already wandered off the main road and on to their own 
paths. Mountain driving in the dark can look like a road and 
turn out not to be. Oops!  Luckily Robin found everyone 
and got them all out safely.  
 
Only 4 of us decide to stay overnight, even though it was 
pretty cold that night. Two were in their truck, I was in my 
van and Karen stretched a hammock out across a couple of 
trees.  I stayed pretty cozy and the truck kept Robin and 
Forrest well, but Karen didn�t fair as well.  The cold came 
up all around her and kept her from getting much sleep.   
When I woke up the next morning I saw an extra head 
sitting by the fire.  It was one of the drummers that had left 
the camp the night before. I thought she had slept there all 
night, but she had just come back to pick up some things 
she had left at camp.  We heated up some water for coffee 
and threw on a griddle to make pancakes for breakfast.   
 
 

Watching Karen as she made her breakfast in the morning 
was one of the most fun experiences for me during the trip. 
She found a nice stick, cleaned it off, packed a handful of 
thicker-than-normal pancake batter on one end, and 
carefully held the stick over the fire turning it slowly until it 
became golden brown!  Then she pulled it off the stick, 
spooned jam inside the hole where the stick had been and 
ate it. She gave some to me and I have to say it was really 
good.   
 
Well, I enjoyed the trip so very much and we all agreed that 
doing it again next year is a great idea!  
 
 

A Special Thanks to Shinsho Mugen Daiko 
and Watsonville Taiko  

 
 
I wanted to take the time to express my gratitude to Sensei Ikuyo 
Conant for providing an incredible opportunity to grow.  And to 
Pam, Taeko, and Denise for helping me smooth out the edges, for 
reinforcing what was taught, and for their infinite patience. And to 
the class, with its myriad of people, who are nothing short of 
passionate for Taiko drumming and for their kindness to 
newcomers. 
 
I was drawn to the drums one Sunday. Following the rhythm, I 
walked up the JACL steps in Monterey to be greeted by Rebecca 
Tavish and Charmaine Fenton. The next day, I attended my first 
class. 
 
As the weeks have gone by, I have begun to understand the gift 
Sensei Ikuyo has created. Those with an artistic bent and an 
understanding of music are surely being enriched, challenged and 
are growing in their proficiency. But, I think, those of us who 
have not had the opportunity to learn and read music, let alone 
play an instrument, are doubly blessed. We �get to learn� 
something �brand new� and for many of us, this is in our later 
years. 
 
It is like going to first grade and everything is brand new, and 
there are so many neat things to learn. But the best part is the 
teacher. We lucked out with our teacher. Sensei Ikuyo is 
passionate about her subject, and is always learning new things to 
bring back to the class. She is wise, and understands that many 
students in her class are young in their knowledge of the art of 
music. And so she patiently and slowly begins the journey of 
awakening that part in each of us that is drawn to the drums. 
 
The other part, for us �young-uns� is being able to see, hear, and 
watch the more proficient drummers. They are something to 
behold � so smooth and powerful. They, too, embrace that 
generosity of spirit that seems to pervade the Taiko class -  to help 
those of us less proficient, while they continue to enhance their 
own skills. 
 
With deepest respect and heartfelt gratitude 
Myrt 



 
 
Webster�s defines �beginner� as meaning �an 
inexperienced person�, but at Watsonville Taiko we are 
anything but �.we are doctors, and bankers,  and 
carpenters, and mothers, and surfers, and teachers, and 
nurses, and students�. and the list goes on. We are 
masters of life, learning the art of Taiko Drumming to add 
to our repertoire of  life�s experiences. I am proud to be a 
part of Watsonville Taiko and am excited each time 
someone new joins our group and teaches us that we can 
never have enough friends in life. I am honored to know 
you all, and wish only that in the years to come, we can get 
to know each other better.  �Karri Barry � Watsonville 
Taiko Member and Bachi Beat Editor 
 
 
In June of 2006, I was invited to a party in Santa Cruz at 
Harvey West  Clubhouse Barbecue & Picnic Area.  It was a 
beautiful summer Saturday and it was filled with joy.  That 
was the first time I had ever seen or heard Taiko Drumming. 
 Wow! I am not sure I can even clearly explain how that 
moment touch me.  I stood watching and feeling something 
new and exciting.  After the last song was played, we in the 
crowd heard an invitation to come up and try playing the 
drums.  We were taught a simple song and that was so much 
fun. My friend Gail and I were very excited. It seemed as if I 
knew I was going to join this Watsonville Taiko Group. Gail 
joined even joined 10 weeks before I did. I have always 
loved music.  This touched me like never before. 
 
I told a number of friends that I was going to Watsonville 
Taiko in January 2007, and 2 of my friends agreed to go 
with me.  That was the beginning of a beautiful gift.  Even if 
I feel like I am a slow learner, I deeply love this 
new adventure! 
 
Lori McLennan  - Age 52 
 
 
I was in my early 20�s when I first heard the sound of Taiko 
Drumming. I felt like I was hearing the rhythm of my own 
heart beat. I swore that one day I would learn to play. The 
rhythms of life continued. Day turned into night. Spring 
turned into Summer. One year became the next. I spent my 
time working and going to school. 
 
A few years later I saw Watsonville Taiko perform. This 
time, I was determined not to let the opportunity pass me 
by. I signed up for classes. Having a background in both 
Martial Arts and drumming, I felt at home playing Taiko. 
Performing in the October performance was one of the peak 
experiences of my life. 
 
Life�s Rhythms continued�pulling me away from Taiko. I 
got married and had a daughter. My heart was beating to 
the rhythm of changing diapers, nightly feedings and the 
day to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
day tasks of caring for an infant. Yet, I kept the memory of 
Taiko in my heart and mind. Taiko rhythms helped me  
make it through the monotonous hours of breast feeding. 
While my daughter drank incessantly, I often repeated 
Taiko songs in my head. ( I have a secret hope that my 
daughter caught the 
Taiko spirit while she 
was so close to the 
beating of my heart 
during those times.)  
 
Life�s rhythms have a 
way of continuing. A 
baby learns to 
crawl�then walk�then 
run. 
 
Recently I saw 
Watsonville Taiko 
perform at the Cabrillo 
Music Festival. For the third time in my life, the Taiko 
drums beckoned me to play. I rejoined the group. My whole 
being is ecstatic to be playing Taiko drums again. I am 
astonished to discover that I remember some of the songs 
after eight years! I know that throughout the rhythms of life, 
Taiko will always be in my heart. 
 
Terri Sparks 
 
 
 
 
Beginning Taiko 
A Poem By: Karen Groppi 

 
To begin,  
Connect mind and body. 
Train body to move by ki, 
Ground body to earth, 
Allow energy to flow from earth 
through body. 
Join with other drummers 
allowing energy to move among,  
between and collectively 
outward. 
Unite your own intention with 
ability, 
Your love with action, 
Now, are you ready? 
Pick up the bachi  
And connect stick with drum 

BBBeeegggiiinnnnnneeerrr’’’sss   BBBeeeaaattt   
WWWhhhooo   wwweee aaarrreee aaannnddd wwwhhhaaattt wwweee ttthhhiiinnnkkk???



Jukai � 樹海  
Ikuyo Conant is going to have a theater production of  
�Jukai� at the Actor�s Theatre in September 2008.  
Inspired with the myth of  �Togenkyo�, the story of 
�Jukai� explores the idea of Utopia.  The play is going 
to be with an international cast of Lecoq-trained 
physical theatre performers to devise a movement-
drumming-theatre piece that explores ideas of utopia.  
Actors are from UK, Canada, France, Japan and the 
USA. 
   
This will be a true ensemble piece in all senses of the 
word, and there will be no hard divide between 
�musician� and �actor,� as everyone who has been 
selected for the piece has a strong background in both 
music and movement.  Everyone, to some extent, will 
drum, as well as bring their own individual strengths 
and skills to the project�be they circus skills, 
acrobatics, Japanese traditional dancing, martial arts, 
mime, clown, writing, or directing. 
 
Performances on September 25, 26 and 27 at Actor�s 
Theatre. 
Donation for this project will be greatly appreciated. 
Please make your check payable to Watsonville Taiko 
Group-Jukai. 
 
To view the actor�s past production, �Bonsai Maple 
Syrup� please go to the following link:  
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
4173683653103885661&q=bonsai+syrop&total=3&st
art=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0 
 
***Ikuyo Conant is looking for housing for 3 actors 
in the Santa Cruz area in September 2008. If you 
are interested in providing housing for one or all of 
the actors, please contact Ikuyo at (831)423-3926 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Studio Mai �舞 
Classical Japanese Dance Performance Group, Studio 
Mai in Aptos,  is going to have a Spring Performance 

at the Aptos Academy on 
May 3rd and 4th.  The third 
performance includes a 
comical mask dance along 
traditional classical style 
dances.  This year�s 
performance has expanded to 
two days.  We hope to see 
many of you there. 
Performance: May 3, 7:00 
pm / May 4, 2:00 pm 
 

Dance by Suzu Kajihara   
Photo Credit: Tom Conant 
   

2008 Special Performing Calendar 

Help Turn the Bachi Beat Green 
 
Help Watsonville Taiko reduce waste by receiving your 
Bachi Beat via email. Just send your email address to 
reb_taiko@comcast.net and you  will start receiving 
your Bachi Beat on email. You will also be added to our 
email list for notifications about our upcoming events.  
 
Your privacy is very important to us. Watsonville Taiko 
does not sell or otherwise distribute our email lists to 
ANYONE. Your email address will only be used to 
communicate Watsonville Taiko events and newsletters. 
 
(Please do not use this email address for general 
communications to Watsonville Taiko. The email address 
listed above is strictly used for updates to email addresses
for the purpose of notifications to those on our mailing 
list. You may send all other communication to 
Watsonville Taiko at info@watsonville.org )  

It�s Party Time for Watsonville Taiko! 
 
Watsonville Taiko members, their families, friends and guests 
are invited to the year-end party to be held at the Watsonville 
Taiko Dojo at Kizuka Hall on December 14th starting at 
6:00pm.  
 
There will be a potluck, games, dancing and a bigger than ever 
arts and crafts display and sale. Frank Trueba will be doing a 
�Hanga� (Japanese Wood Block) demonstration and will be 
selling some of his original prints. Ready to hang photographs, 
cards, decorated furniture and more will be available for sale as 
well. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there!! 

Watsonville Taiko Photographs:  

 
Except where noted, all photographs included in the 
Bachi Beat were taken by Michael Barry � 
Watsonville Taiko�s avid supporter, member and 
friend.  We are grateful for all the wonderful 
photographs you have taken for us and for your 
continued support of all the drummers. The Dojo 
would not be the same without you.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watsonville Taiko and Shinsei Daiko 
2007/2008 Upcoming Events and 

Performances 
 

December 1  Christmas in Corralitos Corralitos 
December 5  Watsonville Rotary Club Elks Lodge 
December 7  KSBW Telethon at Nob Hill Watsonville 
 
**Stay tuned for more updates on the Watsonville Taiko website at 
www.watsonvilletaiko.org. 

Your Support Keeps us 
Going! 

 
We rely on your donations to 
support our program. If you would 
like to make a tax-deductible 
donation, mail it to us at:  P.O. Box 
1673, Watsonville, CA 95077-1673 
and for donations over $25.00 we�ll 
send you our CD, �FUTABASHIRA� 
as a thank you gift. 
 
The Bachi Beat is published for our 
friends and supporters. If you 
would like to be removed from the 
mailing list, please contact us. Also, 
your perspective is important to us. 
Please send us your feedback. 

     TAIKO CLASSES 
For Children and Adults 

Next 10 week session:  Starts January 4, 2008 

Location: Kizuka Hall, 150 Blackburn Street, 

Watsonville 

Beginning Children (8+ years): Friday 5-6pm 

Beginning Adults: Friday 7-8pm:  $55 per month 

For more information: Call (831) 458-5054  

info@watsonville.org or www.watsonvilletaiko.org  

Non-Discrimination: It is the policy of 
Watsonville Taiko and Shinsei Daiko to provide 
equal membership opportunities for all persons 

without regard to race, political affiliations, 
national origins, religious creed, gender, color, 

age, marital status, or gender preference in every 
aspect of participation 



s  
ワットソンビル太鼓 

辰星太鼓 
 

Watsonville Taiko 
Shinsei Daiko 

 
P.O. Box 1673 

Watsonville CA 95077-1673 
(831) 458-0448 

 
 
Email: 
  info@watsonvilletaiko.org 
Website: 
  www.watsonvilletaiko.org 
 
 

A non-profit organization 
Tax ID# 77-0355439 

 
 

Mission Statement  
Of 

 Watsonville Taiko Group  
 

The mission of  
Watsonville Taiko Group is 

to foster the evolving cultural 
expression and traditions of 

taiko drumming through 
performances and public 

education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Art is one of the ways 
to measure the wealth 
and health of a 
community.  When Art 
thrives, the community 
thrives, because art is 
one important way to 
keep possibilities in 
our lives open.  When 
the door to art closes, 
our possibilities die.  
Art transcends the 
immediate limitations 
of our human 
perspectives, and gives 
us hope by revealing  
new possibilities. 
 
Art gives us an 
opportunity to look at 
our world in a personal 
way, and it also fulfills 
a universal human 
need to be part of 
something greater than 
ourselves. 
 
Ikuyo Conant 
Artistic Director 
Watsonville Taiko 

December 1, 2007 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
On behalf on Watsonville Taiko we would like to wish 
you a happy holiday season and a prosperous new year! 
 
Watsonville Taiko, established in 1991 as a non-profit art 
organization, has consciously examined the art of Taiko.  
We look for that which is uniquely Japanese; however, we 
are trying to go beyond a limited interpretation of Taiko to 
find universal elements to support Taiko music as well as 
universal rhythmic art. 
 
This year we took a challenge for structural change of our 
organization.  Watsonville Taiko clearly defined itself in 
two basic parts: the Community Performing Group and 
the Artistic Performance Group-Shinsei Daiko, in order to 
fulfill the needs of our performers and those of the 
communities that support us.  We will be implementing 
the new structure in January 2008. You will be able to see 
the implementation of these changes in our annual 
performance next year. 
 
During this holiday season we ask you to consider a year-
end contribution.   Any amount you donate would be 
greatly appreciated and your donations will go far to help 
us reach our artistic and educational goals. 
 
Ikuyo Conant 

Yes, I would like to support Watsonville Taiko 
I am sending a special donation of: 
 

$ 25_____  $ 35_____ $ 50_____  $ 75_____  $ 100_____ Other $_____ 
 
 
Name:      ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:     ____________________________________________________________________  

Please return the form below with your contribution  

 


