
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watsonville Taiko invites 
you to join us at our 8th 
annual Natsu Matsuri 
Summer Festival and 
Silent Auction at the La 
Selva Beach Clubhouse on 
Saturday July 26th from 
Noon to 5pm. Come 
experience Japanese 
culture through song, 
music, crafts and our 
mouth watering food. 
 
This year’s Natsu Matsuri Festival will 
certainly be spectacular. We invite you and 
your family and friends to come join us and 
enjoy the fun and games. Here is a sneak 
peek into this year’s event: 
 
Silent Auction :…Shhhhhh…..Get your 
holiday shopping done early during this year’s 
silent auction. Come feast your eyes on all of the 
amazing items up for auction during this year’s 
event. All of the items in our auction are carefully 
collected by our Watsonville Taiko members. You 
won’t want to miss this year’s auction which 
already includes our amazing gift baskets, 
kimono, a gift certificate to the Hyatt, hand made 
shakers (just like the one’s we use in our 
performances), Hanga prints and an array of  
many other spectacular items. And don’t miss out 
on your opportunity to bid on a hand made quilt 
which our member’s Bonnie Chihara and Hiroshi 
Musselman are again making just for the Natsu 
Matsuri auction.  The silent auction starts at noon, 
so get there early and Bid Bid Bid. 
 
Crafts – This year we will offer Hachimaki 
making for the first time. Hachimaki are Japanese 
bandanas worn as a symbol of perseverance and 
effort. There will also be flower arranging, 
Daruma making (good luck gourd), calligraphy, 
origami and much more. All our crafts are fun and 
exciting for all ages…so no matter how young or  
 

 
 
 

 
 
old, you’ll love making 
something you can take home 
and enjoy. 
 
Special Events –
Watsonville Taiko member 
Herlie Kataoka will again be 
delighting us with her Japanese 
Karaoke. You can also master 
the skill of wearing a Kimono, 
how to folk dance and new this 
year will be a Taiko workshop 
for all to join in and learn the 
art of Taiko drumming. 
 
Food, Food and More 

Food – Our delicious food always draws in a 
crowd. With our Yakitori combination plates, 
curry chicken bowls, sushi, cabbage salad, somen 
noodles and strawberry shortcake to top it all off, 
you are sure to find something that delights your 
palate. 
 
Raffle – You absolutely won’t want to miss the 
raffle at the end of the day. Last year’s raffle was a 
huge hit with prizes like a handmade bachi bag 
full of hand crafted bachi (wooden taiko drum 
sticks) and a hand painted practice taiko drum. 
Make sure to stay until the end to win your prize. 
 
AND….LAST BUT NOT 
LEAST…..A PERFORMANCE BY 
WATSONVILLE TAIKO! After a day of 
bidding, eating, bidding, dancing, bidding, crafts, 
bidding, drumming, bidding, bidding and more 
bidding…you can put your feet up and enjoy a 
performance by Watsonville Taiko. 
 
Our drumming community wants to share our 
cultural heritage and deepen the community’s 
understanding of Japanese culture and art. All 
proceeds go to supporting our classes, 
performances and the making of our drums. We 
look forward to seeing you there and sharing the 
experience with you. 

 

 

Summer  2008 Bachi Beat Editor: Karri Barry 

WATSONVILLE TAIKO 
PRESENTS: 



Japanese Cultural Fair 

Santa Cruz, Saturday, 

June 21, 2008 

 
The Japanese Cultural Fair in Santa Cruz 
is an annual fundraising event and 
performance opportunity for Watsonville 
Taiko. Watsonville Taiko will again this 
year have its special food booth and will be 
serving sushi combo plates, chicken curry 
over rice, fried mochi (a crowd favorite), 
Ramune drinks, and Mugi-cha.  Sushi 
combo plates will include two pieces of 
Futomaki, hand made and donated by 
Watsonville Taiko member Yoriko Davis. 
Yorkio  will be making over 400 pieces of 
Futomaki for the event and several other 
Watsonville Taiko members will  be 
making over 200 pieces of Inari sushi, so 
please stop by and taste the many flavors 
created by our amazing group. And don’t 
forget to pick up a copy of the Watsonville 
Taiko audio CD or DVD on sale at our 
booth and keep the entertainment going 
even after the festival is over.  
 
Watsonville Taiko will be performing this 
year at 5:20 PM, to close the festival and 
San Francisco Taiko Dojo will be 
performing at noon, so be sure to come early 
and spend the day enjoying the many 
special events held throughout the day. 
 
Each year, many volunteers donate their 
time and effort to make this event 
successful. The funds raised from this event 
are used for community outreach programs, 

Taiko classes, and for the production of our 
17th Anniversary Performance on October 
11 and 12, 2008. 
 

 
For as long as I have been a member of Watsonville Taiko, I 
have walked in the Human Race to help raise money for 
Watsonville Taiko and the Volunteer Center of Santa Cruz 
County. This year I injured by foot and almost wasn’t able 
to participate in the walk, but I was determined to walk 
and did everything I could to get better and it paid off.  I 
showed up bright and early at Natural Bridges along with 
hundreds of other walkers to show my support.  
After turning in the money I had raised, and getting my 
Human Race t-shirt, I began the 6 mile walk along West 
Cliff Drive with several other members from our group, 
Ikuyo Conant, Karen Groppi, Bonnie Chihara, Rebecca 
Tavish, Sandy Allen, Wilma Field and my friend Jamie 
Bahari. As I walked along West Cliff Drive I noticed all 
the familiar sites and some new one’s that I had not 
noticed before…a new railing, an unusually low tide. No 
matter what the view, I really enjoy participating in the 
Human Race. It is one of the events that I look forward to 
each year. 

Article by: Hiroshi Musselman 



Article By: Karri Barry 
 
It is our first performance of the spring where 
the sun is shining and air is warm. Up until this 
day we had been playing in the cold and  wind of 
fall and winter. We are enthusiastic that today 
will be different. It is the perfect setting…Union 
Square in San Francisco. There are hundreds of 
people milling around setting up chairs, 

microphones 
and banners. 
There are 
camera crews 
setting up 
their video 
cameras and 
protesters 
peacefully 
displaying 

their messages of humanity. As we drove to 
San Francisco we were not sure what to 
expect or how our presence would be 
meaningful in this event, but as the morning 
progressed and we awaited our time on the 
stage, we became increasingly aware that this 

event was 
larger than 
we could 
have 
anticipated. 
And as we 
take our 
places in the 
center of 
the stage to 
kick off a day of testimonials, speeches, and the 
final parade which carries the human rights torch 
through the streets of San Francisco, we proudly 
stand in support of life, love and the humanity 

that the 
people of 
the world 
should 
share with 
one 
another. 
And 
although 
not directly 

a part of the political controversy of the day, we 
are glad to be  there to 
share in what is sure to be 
an event that will be 
remembered throughout 
history. 
 
Our day is full and 
purposeful…we are sitting 
in the sun after the 
opening performance 
waiting for our next call to 
the stage. We are sharing 
stories of life with one 
another, and listening to the speakers, singers, 
and musicians as they take their turns on stage 

and engage us. To 
be among friends 
and to perform 
beside people who 
share a common 
love of Taiko 
drumming is what 
makes each 
performance 
exhilarating and 

rewarding. To watch the spectators eyes follow 
our movements..to watch as they are drawn into 
the deep sound of our drums is always a 
spectacular and 
gratifying 
moment. The 
resonating 
sound of the 
drums draws the 
audience near 
to us and for, 
but a brief 
moment, allows them to 
escape the chaos of the 
world and immerse themselves 
in the calm serenity that the 
music provides. And as we 
finish our last song to close 
the event, it is this that I 
think about and find the 
purpose of why we are here.  
 

 

Human rights torch relay – san francisco 



Big Sur Marathon 
Article By: Robin Ferguson 

 
3:00a.m. and my alarm 
finally started buzzing.  
I had been laying 
awake for 45 minutes 
just waiting for it to go 
off, and I had already 
been up several times 
during the night just to 
make sure I had 
actually set it for the 
right time.  I was 
carpooling to Big Sur 
with Bonnie and Sandy, 
and I was determined 
NOT to be the one that 
everyone had to wait 
for.  I arrived at 

Bonnie's by  4:00am-- fifteen minutes ahead of schedule 
and gratefully took  a seat on her couch. As we  sat there  
staring at nothing in particular, Bonnie began telling me 
how she had not gone to bed at all that night. Bonnie had 
stayed up all night washing and 
ironing the Watsonville Taiko 
uniforms….that’s real dedication! 
Just as soon as Sandy arrived, we 
headed out towards Big Sur and 
took in the beauty that surrounded 
us.   I'd driven through this area so 
many times in my life, but I had 
never stopped and taken it all 
in…..and certainly not before 
6:00am.   
 
After reaching our destination we set up the drums as 
Karen followed behind to test each one  -   One loud 
“DON” and then on to the next drum.  It was my sneak 
preview to what was to come, and I could tell it was 
going to be fun and powerful After the last runner and 
walker had passed us and headed up the steep uphill 

climb that lead to 16 more miles of 
road,, some of the  drummers 
continued to play and entertain  us 
with some impressive Taiko music 

.   
 
After the music had 
ended, we all 
gathered around to 
share the food we 
had brought and to 
visit with each other 
for a couple of 
hours. The 
combination of food 
and sun caused some 
people to start 

fading, and as Sensei stretched out along two chairs and 
covered her face with her hat, Jordon took refuge in his 
car for a nap, and Bonnie, in the front seat of her car, was 
finally getting some sleep. 
 
This is the third race in which 
I have drummed, and although 
I don’t yet feel ready 
to perform in front of a 
stationary audience, 
drumming with Watsonville 
Taiko and Monterey Taiko in 
this kind of setting has been a 
rewarding and valuable 

experience.  At 
times I feel 
nervous and 
unskilled, but 
everyone in the 
group is 
so supportive, 
kind and fun to 
be with that I 
end up just 

feeling like I belong here. I love being part of Watsonville 
Taiko and can hardly wait until next year to do it all 
again.



                                                                                                                                      

 
Article By: Ikuyo Conant 
Poem by: Christina Rossetti 
 
“They sold out of Teriyaki Chicken at the Wind 
Festival in Morgan Hill.”  “The What?’  “You know 
the Wind Festival in Morgan H------. Oh, I mean 
Haru Matsuri in Morgan Hill.”  “Oh I know, I 
thought my chicken lunch would fly off the table 
with the all wind!!” 
 
The celebration of spring at the Taiko Exposition 
under a beautiful California blue sky was both 
great and windy…oh…and did I mention COLD?    
We have participated in this festival for the last 10 
years, but his year was the windiest festival ever. 
We had to drum harder just to stay warm. 
 
There were old faces and new faces, and old songs 
and new songs…10 years has gone by quickly. The 
oak tree I bought at the first festival is now taller 
than my two-story house.   We drummers, too, have 
grown and have developed a greater understanding 
of Taiko.  Everything was so new at the festival 10 
years ago.  We checked out every Taiko group’s 
booths, shared every little story about Taiko and 
walked as fast as we could back and forth between 
the two stages to catch every performance.  Now we 
take our time to walk between the stages with sure 
steps just as we are learning to do with our 
drumming and the different stages of our lives.  
 

Who Has Seen the Wind? 
 

Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you: 

But when the leaves hang trembling, 
The wind is passing through. 

 
Who has seen the wind? 

Neither you nor I: 
But when the leaves bow down their heads, 

The wind is passing by. 
 
 



Cupertino Cherry 
Blossom Festival 
Article By: Karri Barry 

 
Each year, in celebration of 
the relationship between 
Cupertino and its sister city 
Toyokowa, Japan, the City 
of Cupertino holds the 
Cherry Blossom Festival. 
This year, as in year’s past, 
Watsonville Taiko performed 

among a variety of other musicians, martial artists, 
dancers and drummers. As usual, the day was hot 
and we arrived in time to stroll through the vendor 
booths, grab a bite to eat and for 
me, to grab a last minute henna 
tattoo before hitting the stage.  
 
The stage at Memorial Park in Cupertino is 
surrounded by a charming little duck pond and faces 

a beautiful grassy 
knoll where spectators 
sit to watch the 
shows. As this 
event is very 
popular among our 
performers, we had 
a full stage of 

players eager to share their musical talents with 
the audience. With the sun beating down on us, 
we continued to beat the drums and kept the 
audience energized. The drums could be heard 
clearly from across the park - entertaining the 
vendors who could not leave their booths.  
 
The children from Cedar Grove Elementary’s 
taiko class, led by our Sensei Ikuyo Conant, took the 
stage in between our sets to inspire the audience with 
their drumming skills. The children played with great 
effort and the 
audience embraced 
them with loud 
applause.  
 
The Cupertino 
Cherry Blossom 

Festival is an event we 
always look forward to. 
The day of the festival is 
typically beautiful and 
warm which always lifts 
our spirits after the cold 
winter season. The 
organizers and audience 
members are unfailingly 
appreciative, and the 
members of Watsonville Taiko are forever grateful 
and honored to take part in this exciting event. We 
are already looking forward to next year’s festival 
which will most certainly be successful.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nihon Buyo Performance 
 
A Traditional 
Japanese Dance 
Performance will be 
held at California 
State University 
Monterey Bay’s 
World Theatre on 
Sunday, June 22.  
The performance 
time is 1:00 p.m.  
This special event is 
sponsored by Bando 
Mitsuhiro Monterey 
Peninsula Kan and 

Kyo no Kai (www.kyonokai.com). This is a rare 
occasion to see  traditional Japanese dance in the 
Monterey Bay.  We hope you will attend this cultural 
event.  For ticket information, please call Ikuyo at 
(831) 423-3926 or 234-4528  

 
A  Mystery in a Forest:  JUKAI 
Jukai literally means trees of ocean. In the density of a 
forest, mysteries and secrecy have been kept for hundreds of 
years.  Nature spirits dwell in the thicket; they often toy with 
the lives of those foolish enough to disregard their presence. 
Many people enter the forest to create a space and time for 
self-introspection.  Be aware, invisible forces constantly 
watch you.  
 
This fall 8 international artists along with Ikuyo Conant, 
Taeko D’Andrea and Jordan Zimmerman bring the story of 
JUKAI.  This is the very first time in the full collaboration of 
Taiko and Theatre for Santa Cruz County.  Theatre Temoin 
uses the Lecoque method of physical theatre and much of 
their works have been multilingual presentations.  Physical 
theater communicates beyond the limits of language.  The 
production will blend the best of European physical theatre 
and Japanese cultural aesthetics. 
 
Actors’ Profiles: 
http://www.theatretemoin.com/who.html. 
 
Performances at the Actor’s Theater on September 25, 
26, 27 and 28.  
Information: (831) 423-3926. 

 

 
 
Article By: Karen Groppi 
 
GavFest is an annual spring festival and open house event at 
Gavilan College where the community is welcomed to 
participate in the various activities and entertainment scheduled 
for the day, and to share their businesses and services with 
those who attend.  In addition to the many GavFest activities, 
students from Gavilan College programs proudly display their 
accomplishments, food booths are set up to appease your 
hunger and, of course, there is taiko drumming.   Watsonville 
Taiko is happy to have played in each GavFest celebration for 
the 5 years this event has been organized.  It has been fun to 
watch it grow to include more music stages, food, activities and 
entertainment. 
 
This year our performance was unique as none of our three 
usual performance leaders could be there to run the show.  
That presented an opportunity for me to lead the group and 
make GavFest another one of our fun and enjoyable 
performances. Having set the stage in an unusual way with the 
Odaiko right up front and the Chudaiko drums in a rounded half 
circle, the Watsonville Taiko players took on opportunities to 
play in some different roles and instruments than they were 
typically used to..changing things up a bit kept us on our toes 
and created an upbeat performance. 
 
When our time on stage was up, we decided to enjoy some of 
the other highlights of the festival…the Cajun burritos and pizza, 
the bands on stage, and we just couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to make friends with a Burmese Albino Python. We 
look forward to GavFest again next year. 



RIVER ARTS FESTIVAL 
Article By: Karri Barry 

 
Sunday morning brought with it a sky filled with fog and 

cold air, and all I could think about was how cold the 

performance was going to be….I couldn’t have been 

more wrong. As I sat on the back of my husband’s 

motorcycle riding towards Santa Cruz into what looked 

like big black clouds, I kept 

telling myself to think of it in a 

different way. To be glad that I 

was going to be a part of this 

event, to be glad to play the 

music I love to play, to be glad 

that I would see my friends both 

on stage and in the audience, 

and to be glad I would get to 

see, for the first time, the Santa 

Cruz Trash Orchestra. I had 

been looking forward to this day 

since the Human Torch Relay 

performance when my son sent me a phone text asking 

me if I was performing at the River Arts Festival…while 

I realize this may not have much meaning to most, it had 

special meaning for my son….both my son and my son’s 

dad play for Santa Cruz Trash Orchestra and I play for 

Watsonville Taiko..and by coincidence we were 

scheduled to play right after Santa Cruz 

Trash Orchestra at the River Arts 

Festival. It was going to be a fun day, so I 

couldn’t let the fog take that feeling away 

from me. 

 

By the time we arrived, the sun was 

shining, the people and the energy were 

all around  and I could hear the Ukulele 

music off in the distance. My happiness and excitement 

had returned and I was ready to dive in.  As we walked 

through the park towards the stage, we found the Santa 

Cruz Trash Orchestra players getting ready to head 

over to the stage, so we grabbed a bite to eat and 

headed over to find our spot on the grassy hill in front 

of the stage. I could not have been more impressed by 

Santa Cruz Trash Orchestra. The booming of the blue 

plastic barrels as the tennis-ball covered drum sticks 

came crashing down, the clatter of the tin cans, the 

glass bottles, the old hubcaps scraping against the 

concrete stage, the trumpet player and the whistle 

blowing, and the message to the crowd to celebrate 

diversity and share the park with the hobos that are 

regularly run out of the park by police was an inspiring 

and educational experience for those surrounding the 

stage. And as I watched and listened I 

thought…”wouldn’t that be fun to put tennis balls on our 

bachi when we play our taiko drums” I said to my sensei 

who was drawing up our performance map next to me. 

“Oh the sound would be good” she says. “Wouldn’t it be 

fun to do something totally different like that with our 

Taiko 

drums?”…what 

could we 

do??…hmmm let 

me keep thinking 

about that. 

 

As it came close to our performance time, I jumped up 

and ran to put on my costume. It had warmed up so 

much that, not only was it not 

cold anymore, it was just 

downright hot. We had an hour 

to play and I knew I’d be 

drenched when it was all over. 

Placing our drums on stage and 

looking out at the all the people 

who were around us, I was 

feeling more excited. All the 

songs we were playing were 

my favorites and I knew it 

would be great. And as the sun 

scorched down on us trying 

hard to steal our energy, we kept going with sweat 

dripping in our eyes and bachi slipping out of our hands. 

As I play , I see a motorized remote control fish on 

wheels zoom past the front of the stage. I can’t help but 

smile and hope I don’t lose my concentration…but it 

does not trip me up…it just makes me happier. The 

audience grew larger as we played and their applause 

and smiling faces motivated us to push 

on when all we were thinking of was 

getting a nice cold drink of water during 

the audience participation part! 

 

The last song of our performance was 

Kodomo…a happy energetic piece that I 

love to play, and as luck would have it I 

was playing next to my friend and fellow drummer 

Taeko who has so much positive energy it simply rubs 

off an whoever is near…and with that I was able to find 

just a bit more 

energy to play 

one more time. 

It was an 

incredible day 

and great 

performance, 

and as we 

headed home 

later that 

afternoon on 

the motorcycle, 

the fog 

returned  and 

was rushing 

towards us 

again. 



 
 
 
 
 
Describing the emotions and movement of any 
dance using the written word is an incredible 
challenge. To describe the spirit, energy, 
purposeful and intricate movements of the dance 
performers of Studio Mai seem nearly 
impossible…but I will try. 
 

I have never 
experienced 
Japanese 
dance other 
than a few 
movements 
taught to us by 
our Sensei 
during Taiko 
drumming 
classes or 
workshops, so 
I did not know 
what to expect 
as I entered the Aptos 
Academy earlier this 
month during Studio 
Mai’s 3rd Anniversary 

performance. But when the curtain opened and 
the first performer glided across 
the stage, I became entranced and 
watched every tiny intricate 
movement made with the dancer’s 
eyes, hands, and feet. Each 
movement had its own meaning in 
the story that was being told, and I 

desperately 
wished to 
understand it more. The 
vibrant colors of each kimono 
and obi lifted my soul and let 
such beauty into my mind that 
I wished only to see more. The 
room was silent but the story 
was loud and my heart beat 
with emotion as the dancers 
spoke with movement. 
 
Each dance was breathtaking 
and I felt such deep respect for 
the women who shared their 
amazing talent with us that 
evening.  I felt there was such 
as strong unity among the 

women and I sat with the rest of 
the audience breathing slowly and 
deeply in awe of the beauty and 
community that was emanating 
from the stage. The women all 
had extraordinary beauty which 
caused me to watch so 
intensely…was it their gazing eyes 
that looked as though they were 
reaching for emotions that were 
far off in the distance? Was it the 
strength in each step or the hand 

that reached out to me as though to 
say “come closer and hear my story”?  
Whatever it was, it kept me engaged. 
And as if the audience had not been 
enthralled enough, three Taiko 
performers (Shinsho Mugen Daiko 
member’s: Sensei Ikuyo Conant,  
Taeko D’Andrea, and Denise 
Hasegawa) gathered on stage to 
perform a song called Asayake. This 
song that I know and have played 
many times became something so 
new and fantastic I could hardly 
contain my emotion. As I sat there on 

the edge of my seat trying to watch every 
movement and hear every sound, I felt honored to 
be watching these great performers.  
 
The night ended spectacularly and I was thankful 

to have been there and to 
have shared the experience 
with so many others. It is an 
event I will continue to 
attend for as long as Studio 
Mai continues to share their 
talents with us. 

Studio Mai Performance 
Article by: Karri Barry 



  
 
The beginning of the day is represented by what? The 
stroke of midnight? The time at which your alarm starts 
buzzing on your nightstand? When your four year old 
comes creeping into your room to tell you she’s hungry? 
What ever it is, we all experience it….the beginning of 
each day and the opportunity to start again. The day may 
begin differently for everyone but it begins nonetheless for 
all of us.  And with that beginning we have the great task 
of discovering something that we had not discovered the 
day before. Whether it is uncovering some hidden talent, 
noticing that your best friend’s eyes have a fleck of gold in 
them, seeing a single rose emerge from a bush you passed 
by 100 times, or just sitting at home and seeing the beauty 
all around you that gets lost in your daily routine….it is 
within us all to begin each day in a different way than the 
day before. It is easy to find the familiar. We do it without 
thinking….but that is a continuation of every other day. 
Don’t just start your day…begin it. –Karri Barry – 
Watsonville Taiko Member and Bachi Beat Editor 
 

 
In the distance I heard 

a loud thumping, a deep 

reverberation that 

resonated through the 

old buildings of 

downtown San 

Francisco.  Curious, I 

found myself drawn 

towards the sounds that 

seemed to carry 

through the city.  As I 

drew closer to the 

source, the number of 

people around me grew, it was clear that I wasn't 

the only one interested in this aural phenomena.  

As I navigated past a group of o’bachans 

(grandmas) and around several young couples, a 

group of performers dressed in foreign, but 

familiar Japanese garb slipped into view.  After 

finding a comfortable spot under the cherry 

blossom trees, I stood entranced as the drummers 

on the Peace Plaza pounded away on their 

enormous, earth-shaking drums.  I quickly 

realized the performance wasn't just limited to a 

singe sense either: there was a fluid, expressive 

choreography layered on top of the music that 

provided a perfect accent to the rhythms, 

heightening the fervor of the performance and 

delighting the crowd. This was something I had to 

learn more about. 

 

The Japanese art of Taiko drumming isn't just 

something that you hear, it's something that you 

see and feel.  It's a decidedly unique experience 

whether you're in the crowd, on the stage, or in a 

practice session secretly being thankful that you 

don't live next door.  Somewhat different than its 

western cousins, a performance is the culmination 

of years of training, well -coordinated teamwork, 

and an expression of the relationships that bind a 

dojo and its members together.  It reaches out to 

people of every background, from young girls to 

older men, to school teachers and college 

students; the diversity present among and 

between dojos is as varied as the style of the 

compositions they play.  Taiko is much more than 

just a big drum; it's a community, an art, a dance, 

and an incredibly fun way to spend an evening. 

Sean Mikawa 
Age 26 
Joined Watsonville Taiko April 2008 

 
 
The question posed to 
me in the beginning 
class, was why do I 
play the drums.  I say 
I have always enjoyed 
the sounds of the big 
drums.  Even as a kid, 
I remember the 
feeling in my stomach 
as the big drums 
passed by in the 
parade. My parents 

encouraged music lessons, but drums would be in 
the garage.  Winters on the East Coast meant no 
drums for me!  I play the Taiko drums for the 
enjoyment, the challenge, the exercise and the 
people.  And although I’m not a proficient 
drummer, I’ve learned that in the Taiko 
community there are many other things I can do. 
 
Wendi Wendt  
Age 64 

Beginner’s beat 
The voice of our newer members and friends 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watsonville Taiko’s 17th Anniversary Performance 
Cabrillo College Theater, Sat Oct 11 & Sun, Oct12 

 
This year we will bring back our fall anniversary performance “Himatsuri“, Fire Festival. 
The performance will be at the Cabrillo College Theater on Saturday October 11th, and 
Sunday, 12th   
 
In past performances we have presented wind (Primordial Wind in 2004), earth and water 
(Sansui in 2005).  Many fire and fire festivals in Japan are based on Shinto beliefs in 
purification and harvest celebration.  Santa Cruz sister city in Japan, Shingu is renowned 
for its colorful fire festival.  Hundreds of hearty men run down the steep steps of a small 
mountain that rises above the seacoast city.  They start at the Shinto Shrine that sits atop 
the mountain and careen downward with lit torches held aloft.  Watsonville Taiko in 
participation with Shinsho Mugen Daiko and Sandoshin Taiko will attempt to emulate in 
spirit the energetic spectacle of the Shinto Fire Festivals in Japan.  These festivals are an 
important part of Japanese community strength.  Don’t miss out on this spectacular 
performance…mark your calendars now. 

 

 
Video Night 

 
 Sandy Allen will be hosting an informal video night 

showcasing films by animator Hayao Miyazaki and 

director Ikuro Kurosawa. Films will include, "Castle 

in the Sky", "My Neighbor Totoro", "Spirited 

Away", and "Princess Mononke".  

 

Tentative dates are Sunday, June 15, Saturday, July 

19 and Saturday, August16, starting at 6:00pm. 

Two films will be shown during the Saturday night 

events. Tickets will be $10 for one film and $15 for 

two. Proceeds will help raise funding for “JUKAI” - 

a production by Ikuyo and Ailin Conant.  Snacks 

will be provided. Space is limited to 12 people per 

show, so sign up early and enjoy a casual night out 

with friends. 

 

For more information and reservations, call Sandy 

at 688-8562.   

Help Turn the Bachi Beat Green
 
Help Watsonville Taiko reduce waste by 

receiving your Bachi Beat via email. Just send 

your email address to reb_taiko@comcast.net 

to start receiving your Bachi Beat 

electronically. You will also be added to our 

email list for notifications about our upcoming 

events.  

 

Your privacy is very important to us. 

Watsonville Taiko does not sell or otherwise 

distribute our email lists to ANYONE. Your 

email address will only be used to 

communicate Watsonville Taiko events and 

newsletters. 

 

(Please do not use this email address for 

general communications to Watsonville Taiko. 

The email address listed above is strictly used 

for updates to email addresses for the purpose 

of notifications to those on our mailing list. 

Please send all other communication to 

Watsonville Taiko at info@watsonville.org)  



A TRIP TO CANADA AND TAIKO 
By: Myrt Hawkins 

 

 
I recently returned from a 7 day trip to Kelowna, Canada, a small 
town north east of Calgary.  While there , I came upon one of the 
“happening places” in town called Baba Chi, a quaint tea house 
with a myriad assortment of wonderful tea.  The owner, Tina, 
noticed my brand new Taiko T-shirt when I walked in and she  
especially liked the dragon. I agreed. Then Tina mentioned that 
one of her employees, Lindsey, was “into Taiko” and would be in 
the next day, so I returned the next day to meet her. We talked 
about Taiko and where we got our music.  I told her all of our 
music was written by our Sensei Ikuyo Conant. Lindsey was 
surprised and impressed. 
 
Lindsey’s group was formed 4 years ago by a 19 year old woman 
who was planning to  study music at the university.  The woman 
got the group started, but left after 2 years to pursue her studies in 
Japan.  And so the group was left with no Sensei and a small 
repertoire of music gleaned from other artists, who gave them their 
permission to use it. 
 
While in the depth of our conversation, the tea house began to fill 
with customers so we cut our conversation short, but Lindsey 
invited me to come to their practice the next night, and so, I 
showed up wearing my new Watsonville Taiko T-Shirt designed by 
Taeko D’Andrea, one of our taiko members. Again, the t-shirt (this 
one with a phoenix design) received accolades. 
 
This small group of 7 drummers performed on drums made from 
sewer pipe and layers of packing tape which formed the head of 
each drum. I thought the sound was actually alright. They pulled it 
all together with the leadership of a couple of people and the songs 
they had been taught by their previous sensei. 
After practice they asked me about our music at Watsonville Taiko.  
I explained that our Sensei, Ikuyo writes the music and is an expert 
at teaching and bringing Taiko alive.  Like Lindsey, the group was 
impressed and surprised.  After a few more exchanges of thoughts 
and experience, I said goodbye and thanked them for letting me 
watch their practice and witness the spirit of Taiko.  You might like 
to know that after 4 years of performing and saving money, the 
group will soon be getting 4 real taiko drums and a new Sensei. 
 
I came home to Shinsho Mugen Daiko and Watsonville Taiko and  
I realized how lucky we are to have our gifted Sensei Ikuyo.  We are 
also, blessed with Taeko-San and Pam-San, who help teach and 
organize our groups; Bonnie Chihara who makes our costumes and 
Bachi; Sandy Allen who collects the funds that keeps our group 
going; Drummers at all levels of experience who share by their 
example; And thanks to our editor Karri Barry, we have the 
Watsonville Taiko newsletter “Bachi Beat”  
 
Thank you! Myrt. 

MESSAGES FROM OUR MEMBERS 

THE HEALING ENERGY OF TAIKO 
By: Michael Barry 

Today I sat inside Lucille Packard 
Children’s Hospital waiting for my grandson to have 
some procedures done, and I was thinking what I would 
write about after promising Karri that I would write her 
something for the Bachi Beat.  This note is not about 
any one performance that I have attended, but more 
about Taiko in general --  all the people sitting in the 
audience that I have watched, the taiko drummers, 
adults and children alike, and the friends I have made 
during my time with Watsonville Taiko.  So back to the 
hospital and my grandson, AJ, and all the children and 
people that need positive energy to help them through 
their days.  I sat in the waiting room thinking,  “I wish 
Watsonville Taiko could be here when AJ comes out 
from his procedure to bring the tremendous energy that 
taiko provides for so many people.”  For me, 
Watsonville Taiko fulfills an energy that I need in my 
life.  I love the music, I love taking the photos…always 
trying to capture the great moments of that energy.  So I 
guess my article is more about the energy that 
Watsonville Taiko gives to so many people. Thanks for 
sharing that with me week after week. And although I 
could not have Watsonville Taiko with me at the 
hospital today as my Grandson came out of recovery, 
we still shared a smile and that intense positive energy 
was there at that moment. 

Today Bonnie Chihara gave many of us a 
great gift. Today she held a shaker making class and 
taught all of the students who attended how to make a 
shaker of our own. With gourds of all different shapes 
and sizes to choose from and beads of all different 
colors, we had the difficult task of selecting which of 
these would become our shaker. It was slow going, like 
an old quilt making group, stringing the beads, tying 
the knots, trying to make a pattern of some sort, but it 
was incredibly fun with lots of talking and laughing. I 
wandered around the room every so often to peek at 
other’s shakers…to see how much better I thought 
theirs were compared to mine! Practice makes perfect 
they say….and I think my second attempt will be better 
than my first, but even so, I’ll be there for the next 
class. Thanks Bonnie for sharing your talents with us. 

Shaking up Taiko 
By: Lori McLennan 



 
 
Watsonville Taiko has successfully completed 
two Taiko workshops in Scotts Valley this year. 
The first workshop was a four-week program 
for children ranging in ages from seven to 
thirteen. With only sixteen spaces available the 
slots were filled quickly, and several children 
had to be placed on our waiting list.  
 
The first sixteen participating children were not only 
taught to play a Taiko song, but they were also taught to 
listen silently to instructions. This was very challenging 
task while holding bachi sticks in their hands as the 
temptation to hit the drum was almost too much to stand. 
The children learned to play and move together with each 
other. They learned the first theme of “Kodomo Bayashi” 
composed by Watsonville Taiko Sensei, Ikuyo Conant. The 
children’s enthusiasm was infectious and even some of the 
parents joined us, with shakers, to complete the 
arrangement. 
 
The second workshop, also held in Scotts Valley, was for 
teens and adults. With my son, Tommy, keeping the 
rhythm on various instruments, I taught “Yashiro no Uta”, 
also composed by Ikuyo Conant. In only eight weeks, the 
group learned “Yashiro no Uta” from beginning to end 
including a section of solos. The participants were made 
up of two families, groups of friends, parents of the 
children who participated in the first “Power Taiko” 
workshop, and a few members of Watsonville Taiko. Again 
we had a full house of sixteen people. And though it was 
an ambitious goal to learn a song in just eight weeks, we 
managed to do it. And although we did not have much time 
to work on form, I believe the participants felt, and could 
appreciate, the power of Taiko and the joy of playing a 
song as a group. 
 
Two Scotts Valley summer workshops are currently 
planned. The first will be a four-week children’s workshop, 
for ages eight to thirteen, on Monday’s, from 12:00pm to 
1:00pm, at the Scotts Valley Tae Kwon Do Academy, 
beginning July 28, 2008.  The second will be a six-week 
adult workshop on Wednesday’s, from 7:45pm to 8:45pm, 
at the same location beginning July 30, 2008. 
 
The workshops were made possible by “The Charlie 
Harrison Fund” which donated the funding for the fifteen  
new practice drums provided by Taiko Joe. The Charlie 
Harrison Fund is a special fund created in memory of  
Charlie Harrison for the development of children’s Taiko 
programs. . 
 

 
Space is limited for our 
Summer programs, so please 
register early! 
Email: 
info@watsonvilletaiko.org 
Phone: 831-458-0448 

POWER TAIKO IN SCOTTS VALLEY 
By Taeko D’Andrea 

Workshop Testimonial  
From WT member, Robin Ferguson 

I have been drumming for a little more than a year now and I've 
loved every minute of it.  It's been a challenge, as I'm sure it is 
for everyone, but to complicate things a bit, I'm left handed and 
I've got a touch of dyslexia.  A challenge is something I often 
back away from, but I love drumming so much that I'm unable 
to do anything except look forward to Friday taiko class and 
meet that challenge head on.  After one of our beginner classes 
Taeko D’Andrea was making her announcements and  
mentioned that she was going to be starting a new 8 week 
beginner’s class in Scotts Valley, and to let any of our friends or 
acquaintances that might be interested know about it.  I 
approached Taeko after class and asked her if it would be 
appropriate for me to take the class even though I already knew 
the music that she would be teaching.  I told her I thought it 
would be really helpful for me to spend 8 weeks working on 
different parts of the song… I'm usually so overwhelmed with 
just memorizing the song that I can’t focus on the transitions 
and form. Taeko thought it was a great idea.  I would be joined 
by my friend Terri who was also taking the class.  The class was 
SO fun and so different than I was used to. There was a wall of 
mirrors and about 15 new beginners. I think Terri & I were so 
distracted just trying to watch ourselves in the mirror that we'd 
screw up.  I finally had to tell myself "just look away!"  But every 
once in a while I'd notice "oh, my arms aren't really up very high 
during the dons" or "I need to drop a little more”. But mostly I'd 
notice "yuck, that skin hanging down from my arms really 
shakes and when did I start developing jowls"!  "Robin, just look 
away"!   
 
Taeko did a wonderful job teaching the class.  She brought 
brand new beginners from knowing nothing to being able to play 
Yashiro completely with all the transitions and solos too!  I was 
amazed with her students and with what she got out of them.  
They worked so hard!  Tommy, Taeko’s son, played the cannon 
and shime and added a calming effect to Taeko's drive (except 
that he would always want to play at speeds that none of us 
were capable of playing!)  
 
Taeko & Tommy had a lot of patience with us and worked very 
hard to move us along.  It was a lot of fun and everyone went 
away with a feeling of great accomplishment.  After the 
workshop was over, we all received beautiful certificates of 
completion with artwork by Taeko.  I will do this again in a 
second if Taeko has another beginner class.  I would love to 
work on all the songs I have played with the extra effort that can 
be applied once you already know the music.  Thank you, 
Taeko, for this fun and educational experience.  And thank you 
Tommy for hauling those drums up and down those stairs every 
Wednesday night.  And thank you both for your kind smiles 
from behind the cannon when I did something wrong AND when 
I did something right.  Let's do it again.   



 
 

Watsonville Taiko and Shinsei Daiko 
2008 Upcoming Events and Performances 

 
June 6  Del Mar School Garden Festival  Live Oak 
June 21 Japanese Cultural Fair  Santa Cruz 
June 28 J.A.C.L. Picnic    Aptos 
July 5  New Brighton Beach Park Campfire Aptos 
July 20 Watsonville Obon   Watsonville 
July 26  Natsu Matsuri    La Selva Beach 
August 3 Cabrillo Music Festival  Santa Cruz 
Sept 27  Alzheimer’s Memory Walk  La Selva Beach 
Oct 11 & 12 ANNIVERSARY PERFORMANCE Cabrillo College 
       Theater 
 
For more information go to:  www.watsonvilletaiko.org/events_calendar.html 

TAIKO CLASSES 
For Children and Adults 

Next 10 week session:  Starts May 23, 2008 

Location: Kizuka Hall, 150 Blackburn Street, Watsonville 

Beginning Children (8+ years): Friday 5-6pm 

Beginning Adults: Friday 7-8pm:  $55 per month 

For more information: Call (831) 458-0448 

info@watsonville.org or www.watsonvilletaiko.org  

Your Support Keeps us 
Going! 

 
We rely on your donations to 
support our program. If you would 
like to make a tax-deductible 
donation, mail it to us at:  P.O. Box 
1673, Watsonville, CA 95077-1673 
and for donations over $25.00 we’ll 
send you our CD, “FUTABASHIRA” 
as a thank you gift. 
 
The Bachi Beat is published for our 
friends and supporters. If you 
would like to be removed from the 
mailing list, please contact us. Also, 
your perspective is important to us. 
Please send us your feedback. 
 

Non-Discrimination: It is the policy of 
Watsonville Taiko and Shinsei Daiko to provide 
equal membership opportunities for all persons 

without regard to race, political affiliations, 
national origins, religious creed, gender, color, 

age, marital status, or gender preference in every 
aspect of participation 


